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Some TRUTHS about the TRUCE 


_ The Commons and the Commoners 


When, on the outbreak of war, an 
electoral truce was atrived at, there 
were many misgivings in the Labour 
Party, and a not inconsiderable body of 
opinion held that elections ought ‘still 
to take place. 
What these dissentients overlooked 
was .the increasing difficulties and 
virtual impossibility in war-time of 
giving a great proportion of the elec- 
tors a chance to vote at all, under the 
old systems... There are few people 
who to-day have not fully realised that, 
however distasteful may be the truce, 

* or however unsatisfactory the arrange- 
ments for filling -Local Government 
vacancies, no alternative to the present 
arrangements has yet been suggested 


—€xcept, of course, the emergency 


measures which have been put forward 
in these columns, and which have been 
discussed _by the Home Office Commit- 
tee on this matter. These suggestions 
were intended to- provide for a real 
National. emergency in ~ which an 
appeal to the people was a vital-ana 
urgent necessity, either at the end of 
the war or in the period immediately 
following. 

What has always troubled some folk 
is the possibility of the Electoral Truce 
developing into a_ Political Truce and, 
notwithstanding Labour’s co-operation 
in. the Government, -it cannot be too 
often emphasised, by the rank-and-file 
particularly, that no such. truce exists, 
and that Labour. is free to advance Its 


own Cause, and to perfect its own 


machinery as it thinks fit. 


That this course is not without diffi; 
culty goes without saying, and_ situa- 
tions do, and will, arise, which compli- 
cate the situation. . Further, while a 
Coalition Government exists there will 
be tendencies and influences. at work 
that do not make for the independence 
of the Party. We could say much on 
this subject, but it is not our theme 
to-day, We content ourselves by 
saying that it is the duty of Socialists 
to preserve the Party’s independence, 
which course, even. in times of .coali- 
tion, will tend to. increase the Party’s 
influence and bargaining power. 

But is must be conceded by all that 
the postponement of elections creates 
a political and constitutional evil of 
first magnitude, and one that cannot 
be blinked at or hidden. And this is 
the subject to which we now address 
ourselves. ' 

We start off -by averring that the 
present House of Commons is mori- 
bund. - Not only has it no mandate 
for the fundamental. changes and com- 
mitments it has made, other than an 
estimate of what are the people’s 
views or desires, but there is a huge 
section of the House no longer antici- 
patory of whatever discipline or direc- 
tion the electorate may give at. an 
election, . because .they don’t intend 
again to seek the suffrages ‘of the 
electors. 


Woolwich Labour Party Report 
(Woolwich is our premier Party) has 
this year a note of sadness, for it has 
to record the passing of their great 
organiser and champion, William 
Baretoot. 

The astounding solidity of his work, 
and a tribute to those who follow on, 
is found in the fact that with all the 
dire happenings in that district 
membership is solid at 3,108 and the 
subscriptions therefrom last year 
amounted to £473. Affiliation fees 
amounted to {728 and we note that 
the affiliations include 9g Women’s Co- 
operative Guilds and, of course, the 
Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society. 
The sum of /7,528 1s. 5d. was raised 
for the “Help for Russia” fund. 


Wansbeck is a Division of a different 
type. Its Annual Report is always 
presented in commendable form, and 
the accounts are sent out with care. 
The Party has 10,683 affiliated mem- 
bers, and 1,129 individual members. 
The accounts show a saving on the 
year of nearly (200, notwithstanding 
that activity has been substantial and 
varied. Practically {1,000 has been 
raised for the ‘ ‘Heip tor Russia” Fund. 
We have also received the Report and 
Accounts of the Newburn L.L.P., 
which, like the parent Party, aims at 
clear presentation and a worthwhile 
Report. This Party has an_ extra- 
ordinary record in respect of the pro- 
vision of First Aid appliances in its 
district. ‘These include no less than 6 
local ambulances fully equipped, in 
addition to the conversion (at a cost of 
£350) into a mobile canteen of a bus 
presented by the Newcastle Corpora- 
tion. The Party shows a slight in- 
crease in membership and {43 increase 


in the balance in hand which now 
stands at (217. 

Cambridge ‘Trades Council and 
Labour Party has a Parliamentary 
Election Fund ot 186, and_ other 


balances amounting to roughly £300. 
There is an excess of assets over 
liabilities of 1,185. Ward collections 
produced a sum of {60 paid into the 
political fund account, but it is not 
clear whether this is a nett or gross 


* £164; 


income. Apart 
from this, one Party; and one ard, — 


We imagine it is nett. 


Committee, raised over {100 from— 
dances and {£77 in donations for the 
purpose of repaying saueeein on the 
Central Hall account. 


As is now the case wets most of the 


bigger parties, Preston T.C. and L.P. 
make their Annual Report virtually a 
red-book of the Movement and its 24 
pages are a directory and information 
bureau in itself. Affiliated member- 
ship was fairly steady last year, but 
individual membership has dropped. 
Steps are being taken throughout 


’ 


Lancashire to remedy this position — 


which was common throughout the 
country. This Party publishes the 
“Preston Labour News,” the circula- 
tion cf which remains steady while its 
advertising income is _ particularly 
good. The paper is an educational 
asset, and not less a source of income, 
for the profit therefrom was last year 
The Party’s total income was 
£1,375, and, after aliowing for an item 
due to the “Help for Russia” Fund 
there was a saving on the year of £200. 

The Preston Party has this year pur- 
chased 1,000 copies of the Interim 
Report on Reconstruction, and at the 
annual meeting these were all sold out. 
Good work. 


The Newport L.P., despite_all the 
difficulties of the times maintains a 
fine membership. ‘the sum of about 
£187 was received from this source last 
year. There were other substantial 
items of income, mostly the result of 
powerful local efforts which brought 
the nett income up to nearly £700. 
But for a couple of non-recurring items 
including a bank overdraft repayment 
there would have been a slight in- 
crease in the balance carried forward. 
Outstanding items, however, have been 
reduced from {148 to {29 which is a 
creditable performance. 


The report of the Cardiganshire 
D.L.P.. is one which simply breathes 
of the pioneer spirit. For instance, 
the .secretary visited most of the 


polling districts in the county during 


the three summer months, travelling 
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‘meeting. 


700 miles by bus and 300 miles on 
foot, setting some branches on their 
feet and also collecting isolated sub- 
scriptions. 
members paid tor last year a slight 
increase as compared with the previous 
year. A strong effort was made to 
build up the Parliamentary election 
fund. When at {20 the sum of {50 
Was aimed at, next jroo and_ soon 
£150. During the year 2,000 leaflets 
were delivered and a fair quantity of 
literature sold, but the distribution was 
distribution, and of an effective kind. 


‘The Newton D.L.P. secured an ex- 
cellent press report for their annual 
Membership increased sub- 
stantially through the year, and with 
the added influence of new members 
the party has directed its energies to 
the needs of the hour and has been 
active in many local efforts. 


The Hendon Constituency Labour 
Party Annual Report is somewhat 
typical of the Movement generally, for 
while a solid core of membership of 
just over 1,000 has been retained this 
represents but about one-third of the 
membership in 1938; the income is 
practically the same~as in 1937, with 


“twice the number on the books. These 


figures indicate the organisational 
problems which face the average con- 
stituency in that sense. The financial 
statement showed a matter of £64 in 
hand after transferring {120 to the 
Parliamentary Election Fund which 
now stands at {250. The sum of £93 
profit was made on the Christmas 
bazaar. The figures given, therefore, 
are an encouragement, though neither 
these figures, nor the activities named 
fully indicates the volume of effort in 
the constituency, for evidence of which 
our readers will turn to-last month’s 
issue and the balance sheet there re- 
viewed of the Hendon Local Labour 
Party. 


With its Divisional Secretary as 
Mayor of Port Talbot, and Councillor 
Shea as Mayor of Neath, the Aberavon 
D.L.P., to which these members con- 
tinue to devote their services, comes 
into an exceptional share of limelight 
in this centre of South Wales. The 
report pays tribute to the women and 
to what is left of the Youth Movement 
who produce their organ “The Voice,” 
whenever possible. The report covers 
a goodish field of activity and the 
balance in hand of {168 is up by 36. 


Four hundred and six 
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East Lewisham is a big membership 
Party and, notwithstanding the 
decline, severe raids, many removals, 
and other adverse factors, {206 was re- 
ceived from this source last year. The 
question of restoring I.M. to its former 
proportions takes first place in the 
report. Tribute is rightly rendered to 
the work of collectors who, under such 
difficulties, have produced such results. 
This Party has a “poor man’s lawyer” 
and legal advice is extended to Party 
members—a valuable and constructive 
piece of work. Although income was 
£510 below the 1940 figure, it stood at 
£975, and expenditure was within the 
income. We note that about {135 was 
raised by a competition. The Party 
hope to add at least 500 new members 
to their lists this year. 


We regret we are unable to notice 
all the accounts sent to us by 
friends in different parts of the 
country, Our reviews, however, are in- 
tended to be a tair sample and the 
intelligent reader will note therefrom 
problems which are emerging and the 
general tendency of the times, - These 
problems are not lost sight of and their 
examination. pttoyides the . food. on 
which-comment is made,.and sugges- 
tions offered, trom time to time in 
other columns. 


LET THE 


BLACKFRIARS PRESS 
HELP YOU / 


Printers of this Journal. 
Let us help you in your 
work by producing 
your literature in good 
and tasteful style at 
reasonable prices, and 
with quick despatch. 
Send us your enquiries. 
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Phone 27813 LIMITED 
Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


Questions 


S.S.—The reading or recitation in 
public of any reasonable extract from 
any published work does not constitute 
an infringement of copyright. If, 
therefore, you consider that the reading 
of this Author’s book in a reading 
circle is desirable, you need have 
no fear on this score. The reading of 
a complete book would appear imprac- 
ticable at one session and therefore nu 
question would arise as to whether the 
exemption applies only to an extract. 


A.R.B.—Any person nominated to 
the National E.C. must be a dele- 
gate to the Conference and must attend 
the Conference, otherwise such person 
will be deemed to have withdrawn 
their nomination, unless, before the 
Conference opens, a satisfactory expla- 
nation is received by the Conference 
Arrangements Committee. In regard 
to persons nominated for the Confer- 
ence Arrangements Committee, such 
persons must be delegates at the Con- 
ference at which they are elected, and 
they must also be delegates at the 
Conference for which they are to act if 
elected. 


F.L.A.—We advise you to be careful 
in what manner you announce your 
draws or the results of same in the 
Party monthly journal. 


There are two classes of exempted 
lotteries, and a draw is a lottery. Small 
lotteries which are incidental to an 
“entertainment,” i.e., a bazaar, fete, or 
similar function, are not unlawful, but 
they must conform to certain stipula- 
tions. There is no prohibition of the 
advertisement of a draw in connection 
with such entertainment, but we sub- 
mit that the draw itself must not be 
advertised alone, but only as part of 
the entertainment, the draw being 
announced merely as one of the 
features. The Act says that a lottery 
shall not be the only or the only sub- 
stantial inducement to persons to 
attend. We are of the opinion also 
that you must not publish the result 
of the draw in your paper. 


In the case of what are known as 
“private lotteries”. the conditions are 
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somewhat different. Here the draw or 


whatever it is must be confined to 


members of one society, but in this 
case any sort of written notice or 
advertisement of the lottery is prohi- 
bited except a notice on the premises 
of the Society, i.e., the party offices for 
whose members the lottery is promoted. 

What is often forgotten is that no 
tickets for a lottery of this kind must 
be sent through the post. 
therefore, of the leakages that occur 
through sending matter through the 
printed paper post! : 

S.—, South Wales.—This_ corres- 
dent unburdens his mind on_ the 
question of the registration of youth; 
to which he objects because the 
registration is associated with the 
country’s war effort, and the training 
associated with it is not primarily for 
the health and well-being of the 16 to 
18 year’s-old, but so as to make them 
more fitted for a war in which thev 
have had no say and for which they 
cannot have any possible responsibility. 
Moreover, our correspondent complains 
that the League of Youth is not listed 
as an appropriate Youth organisation 
fer the purpose of the scheme and, 
therefore, membership of the League 
is bound to suffer. 


We do not feel at all inclined to 
dismiss our correspondent’s case as 
being one of those things that may be 
set down to the errors of youth. 
Better for us to face the matter men- 
tioned in the last sentence above and 
take note of the fact that when young 
people are directed or advised (much 
the same thing in many cases) to join 
a particular youth organisation, the 
membership of the League of Youth is 
going to suffer. Nor is the kind of 
thought likely to be instilled into 
their minds in other bodies likely to 
be at all in accord with the ideal and 
hopes of the L.O.Y. 


Registration, and the Scheme in 
general would be something which 
every Socialist would approve © in 
normal times. for its object then could 
be for the -benefit of Youth itself. 


Answered here 


Beware, © 


area 
_ To-day we take note of our correspon- 
a dent’s objections. In normal times we 
_ should be prepared to advocate a figm 
_ to the finish over the exclusion of such 
_ a body as the League of Youth from 
_ any list, local or National, of approved 
_ Youth organisations. All this pretence 
that politics ought not to be encour- 
aged, or that they are in the nature of 
an unclean thing, is just balderdash: 
_ for politics are economics to-day, and 
_-to train young people to acceptance or 
* acquiescence in the present economic 

system is just as much an indulgence 

in politics as to teach them to rebel 
_ against it. 


The National Conterence of Labour 
Women will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 24th and 25th, at 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London. 
The fact that the Conference is to be 

- held in London should make for a big 
attendance. 


The Annual Conference of the 
National Union of Labour Organisers 
and Election Agents is to be held on 
Sunday, May 24th, at Hamilton House, 
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Mabledon Place,-London, W.C., com- 


_Mencing at 10-30 a.m. ; 


A few examples of good literature 
selling have recently reached us. The 
selection of topical and timely pam- 
phlets at present available is an excel- 
lent opportunity both tor propaganda 
and profit. But we warn readers that 
supplies will give out and now is the 
time to order and sell. We note that 
Kettering recently sold 26s. worth at 
one meeting, but this is a modest 
figure compared with what some parties 
have accomplished in the past. Have 
we forgotten how to sell literature, or 
how it is that sales of {10 and {15 are 
rarely, if ever, reached nowadays? 


“In the game of question-and-answer 
in the House, it has become an un- 
challengeable rule that while a Depart- 
ment must not evade the truth in its 
reply, but it can be economical of the 
truth, and it may be skilful in 
the provision of the perspective in 
which it sets the truth.” So writes 
Harold Laski, in “Red Tape.” Dis- 
cerning chap, Laski! But one does not 
usually say so neatly or so frankly 
what one obseryes. 


Single Copies. Price 4d. or 5d. post free. Cash with Order. 
Orders for under 6 copies per month are charged at.this 


Credit Terms. 4d. per copy (postage paid) with a discount of 
id. in the 1/- on accounts under 10/-, or 2d. in 1/- on 
accounts over 10/- if paid within 14 days of quarterly 
account. Afterwards nett. 


Paid-in-Advance Terms. 3d. per copy, post paid. For 12 
copies or more per month a rebate of 1d. in the 1/- is 
allowed on the total, where 12 months copies are paid for 
at one time. Prepayment must be for 6 or 12 months. 
For orders of 24 copies or more, per month, rebate at the 
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By the Editor ‘ 


The Wanderlust | 


No. 18 : | Hsg6 


This is Tom’s own story: and Tom 
shall tell it in his own words: 


* * * 


The church of St. Anselm-in-the. 
Marsh was full six hundred years old, 
‘and, if the parish had: ever possessed 
any inhabitants at all, they and their 
descendants were long since tucked 
away beneath those oblong excresences 
which undulated the neatly-kepr 
churchyard. St. Anselm village was a 
mile-and-a-half away and in another 
parish, and here was a little chapel ct 
ease which justified a local curate, even 
if the curate didn’t quite justify the 
church. 

At the time my story opens two 
brothers, both of them young men, haa 
the care of souls in these two places. 
The elder, the Rev. Charles Alemand 
Duprez, was vicar of St. Anselm-in-the- 
Marsh; and his souls being all long 
since in safer keeping, he had a job to 
be envied. A furtive, rabbit-like little 
pest, he lived in the big vicarage 
which adjoined the churchyard. His 
principal preoccupation in life, apart 
from matins and evensong and two 
Services on Sundays for empty seats 
and a vanished congregation, was to 
make himself obnoxious to lovers who 
used the leafy and lengthy walk that 
extended beyond his church in the 
direction of Chiffy Magna. 

Of his brother, the curate in the 
village, who was my chum, and there: 
fore not to be expected to possess too 
much saintliness, you shall hear again, 
Of the vicar’s wife, who walks across 
this stage but once, it can be said she 
was one of those possessive women, of 
ample frame and bust, who domineered 
over all and sundry or whosoever 
might be handy for such domination— 
in this case, mostly her husband— 
unless we include the dear departed, 
whose trim graves were her special 
pleasure. 

a8 ok * 

“Time, Charles!” It was Mrs. 
Duprez who spoke, and the little vicar 
put down his knitting, buttoned up his 


: rt i > yeh ete 
The devil-dodging curate 


cassock, and prepared for evensong. 
As he tripped along the path, still in — 


_ his slippers, he expected, as usual, 10 — 
meet no one at the church. He would © 


unlock, toll the bell and do his stuff: 
doing the responses too, if need be. It 
was a hard world, he reflected: his 
wife was hard also, and he’d be hard, — 
too, if he caught that girl just gone 
down the leafy lane with that fellow 
Tom again! 
* * * 

It was at this juncture that I and a 
lady came through the churchyard 
wall. No, it wasn’t the above-men- 
tioned damsel, but something I had 
picked up, so to speak, among the 
buttercups and daisies. Just where the 
lane from Chiffy Parva ends, and a 
footpath enters the fields, I had met 
this female who desired direction to 
the residence of the Rev. Duprez. Not 
dreaming that this prim and powerful 
dame could have any call on my 
friend the curate, I had offered to show 
her the path; fact being I was going 
that way anyhow, having a date to 
fulfil down the aforesaid leafy lane. 

The lady and I walked in frozen 
silence through the meadows; and in 
the one where the bull and his family 
browsed I was somewhat thankful that 
my companion carried a hefty-stocked 
whip, though for what purpose I 
couldn’t divine. 

We reached the churchyard and, 
stepping aside at the little latched gate, 
I allowed old dough-face to carry on. 
At the same moment the Rev. Charles 
came padding through the opposite 
gate from the vicarage. I suppose that 
sometimes in other lands great felines 
and little rabbits do meet unexpectedly 
on unused paths. And tragedy comes 
quickly. But I was not prepared for 
what happened now: with a cry of 
“Take that, you rat!” the large lady 
cuffed the parson one under the ear 
that might have fetched him clean over 
the wall, had not a quick second cuft 
under the other ear restored the poor 
little devil to an upright, if sagging, 
position. 


__Lessayed a whoopee of delight, but 
the’ sound was lost in a gurgle of 
amazement at the next: proceeding. 
The ‘lady had seized the Reverend 
gentleman, and with no thought for 
E his cloth, or perhaps with an expert 
_ knowledge of how to deal with it, she 
_ had torn open his cassock, thrown it 
_ over his head, and neatly reversed hir 
_ Over a seventeenth century vault. ' She 
_ was now holding his head with one 
hand and with the other laying on 
_ with the whip-stock in a way that 
commanded my completest admiration. 
The vicar’s cries were muffled: the 
_ inhabitants of the vault below had 
never, I trow, heard such fervent into- 
nations. For me the world seemed full 
_ of gladness. Was not the vicar the one 
who, as a curate, had cast me out from 
Sunday-School? The villain who had 
denied me a place at the annual treat? 
_ And, above all, the one to whom my 
father paid an unjust tithe for no 
services rendered—or required? 


* * * 


It was soon over. The rabbit bolted, 
and I held my breath, expecting some- 
thing of the wrath unspent. Luckily 
the lady wasn’t seeking other worlds 
to conguer and I was_ overlooked. 
She calmly brushed herself to remove 
the stains of battle and stooped to 
read the inscription on the tomb. 

But now here comes the vicar’s wife. 
The visitor advances to meet her. 
Watch these two stately termagants 
marching towards one another. — Like 
two game fighting cocks they adyance 
warily as if each was waiting for an 
opening. But no, though so beautifully 
matched, it was the vicar’s wife who 
opened with: 

“Miss Tremella, I presume?” 

It was an anti-climax, and so coolly 
said I was reminded of Central Africa 
and of.a greeting—“Dr. Livingstone, 1 
presume?” : 

“J have just settled accounts with my 
niece’s betrayer,” returned the other. 
“Any complaints?” 

“Madam!” 

“Who are your” 

“t am— well, that was my husband 

It wasn’t only surprise that was 
registered on the feline’s features. It 
was horror, amazement, mortification, 
incredulity, anger. The ladies contin- 
ued talking, and it now dawned upon 
me that that horsewhip was for Harry, 
my chum down at St. Anselms. And 
I had Jed the enemy into the wrong 


\?? 
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camp. I—well, although now fully 
hidden by the churchyard wall, I 
deemed the situation unhealthy. Nor 
was I satisfied r many meadows lay 
twixt me and St. Anselm’s-in-the- 
Marsh. 


* * * 


Harry Duprez, though a misfit as a 
curate, was a gréat lad, nor was he a 
betrayer, as we shall sée. Yet he had 
been one of us who one night had 
prodded Farmer Lane’s bull into 
Farmer Feild’s cowshed, from which 
perfect harem he was only expelled 
with bludgeons and bloodshed next 
day. Harry, too, had been the. one 
who had hidden in the pig-sty and so 
escaped arrest that early morning the 
police raided the Barleymow. Nor 
was there a pretty girl for ten miles 
around he hadn’t kissed, or courted. 

But it now transpired he was 
engaged. He was to .marry that 
virago’s niece who lived at Chiffy 


_ Parva. And she, not he, had broken 


off the engagement after Harry had 
firmly declined to do any more courting 
till her aunt, on a visit of undetermined 
length, had returned to Exeter. For 
it cramps one’s style when a battleaxe 
of this description insists upon being 
present at every interview, and on every 
outing too, especially so when she 
sought to direct the conversation every 
time to subjects quite fitting, of course, 
for Harry as a curate, but anathema 
to him as a hotted-up lover. 

So now the Vengeance. Harry was 
always quick on the uptake. We made 
plans. 

That night, after the Barleymow 
disgorged, we sent a pal round to 
Harry’s lodgings to explore. Lucky 
we did. The Vengeance was sitting in 
his front room! So Harry slept with 
me. 

Next morning, ere the cock had 
crowed thrice, a banging on the front 
door announced the march of the 
enemy. While I kept the besieger in 
parley, Harry slipped round to his 
digs to snaffle a few items, after which 
I followed the same route via the back 
room window, a friendly tree and the 
back lane beyond. We made for open 
country. 

* * bad 

Pen cannot picture our sufferings cf 
the next three days. By devious routes 
we had arrived at Muchmuck Magna 
where the rector lived. We sought 
sanctuary, but the Vengeance was 
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sighted early and we made for the 


moors. 

_ I am quite sure this was the only 
sort of man-hunt. that old battleaxe 
had ever engaged in. But she evidently 
enjoyed it, and I think she had enlisted 
half the county in her service as spies. 
Did we but lay under the shelter cf 
a dry wall we would rise only just in 
time to escape the stalker with her 
whip a’ coming o’er the lea. When we 
hid in gibbet wood and lay low all 
day, we would find her, or some helpers, 
beating the wood so thoroughly that a 
bolt was the only thing for it. We 
slept in a barn the second night, but 
found the door guarded next morning 
and escaped only by a high jump. 

Three days of this were enough to 
destroy one’s morale. We had no 
newspaper dope to keep it up, and no 
enemy losses to cheer our souls. 
Indeed the enemy’s ranks were 
increasing, and our own retreats were 
making a bad impression on the world 
at large. We decided on making a 
cut and run call’on Agnes, the alleged 
jilted bride. She alone might pacify 
the enemy. 

When we arrived after many narrow 
escapes and _ breathless adventures 
Agnes was milking. To my astonish- 
ment she gave a glad cry as we entered 
the cowhouse, dropped a wet, fat some- 
thing in a bucket of milk, and threw 
both her splashed arms round Harry’s 
neck as if nothing had happened. 
“Oh, Hal—l’m so glad you’ve come,” 
she said, “Auntie is going back 
tomorrow!” 


é 


_How they slobbered: I’m sure it was 
love, for if I'd been Agnes I couldn’t 
haye fancied. Harry, nor had I been 
Harry could I have fancied Agnes, at 
any rate, as either of them looked that 
evening. k ” to) ieee 

Then, a shadow fell and the Ven- 
geance stood in the doorway. Seeing 
no escape I stepped behind that bewil-. 
dered old cow .who was apparently 
unable to grasp the meaning of the _ 
hitch in the proceedings, vara | 

For a full minute we stood silent, 
the waiting cows included. Then She 
spoke: 

“Good afternoon, gentlemen. You 
seem to have been avoiding me. Why?” 

It was Agnes who saved the situa- 
tion: “Oh, no, Auntie. Hal came here 
to see you. We're getting married in 
August!” 

That broke it: that, and a moo from 
a half-milked cow, with a chorus from 
the others. 

* * * 

Vengeance, Battleaxe, Boadicea, ot 
Catherine de Medici (whichever of these 
names you may choose of those we 
called her on our travels) wasn’t a bad 
sort when you knew her. She turned 
up trumps at the wedding; stood us a 
rare breakfast, and a cheque for £200 
was evidently her idea of conscience 
money. I got my share, which was 
one of the noughts. : 

N.B.—The vicar of St. Anselm-in- 
the-Marsh did not officiate; and his 
wife’s present was a well-stocked whip 
for the bride, and a_ second-hand 
cassock for the bridegroom. 


CROWDS 


A heavy item for the serious reader. 


When by various processes an idea 
has ended by penetrating into the 
minds of crowds, it possesses an irresis- 
tible power, and brings about a series 
of effects, opposition to which is 
bootless. .. 2... 

A long time is necessary for ideas 
to establish themselves in the minds of 
crowds, but just as long a time is 
needed for them to be eradicated. For 
this reason crowds, as far as ideas are 
concerned, are always several genera- 
tions behind learned men and _philo- 
sophers. . . 


It cannot be absolutely said. that 


crowds do not reason and are not to be 
influenced by reasoning. 


However, the arguments they employ 
and those which are capable of influ- 
encing them are, from a logical point 
of view, of such an inferior kind that 
it is only by way of analogy that they 
can be described as reasoning. 

The inferior reasoning of crowds is 
based, just as is reasoning on a high 
order, on the association of ideas, but 
between the ideas associated by crowds 
there are only apparent bonds of 
analogy or succession. The mode of 
reasoning resembles that of the Esqui- 
maux who, knowing from experience 
that ice, a transparent body, melts in 
the mouth, concludes that glass, also 
a transparent body, should also melt 
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in the mouth; or that of the savage 

who imagines that, by eating the heart 
of a courageous foe he acquires his 
_ bravery; or of the workman who, 
_ having been exploited by one employer 
_ of labour, immediately concludes that 
_ all employers exploit their men. 


and for this reason it is. permissible 
to say that they do not reason or that 
they reason falsely, and are not to be 
influenced by reasoning. Astonish- 
ment is felt at times on reading 
certain speeches at their weakness, and 
yet they had an enormous influence on 


The characteristics of the reasoning 
of crowds are the association of dis- 
similar things possessing a merely 

apparent connection between each 
_ other, and the immediate generalisa- 
tion of particular cases. It is argu- 
ments of this kind that are always 
Seige to crowds by those who 

‘now how to manage them. They are 
the only arguments by which crowds 
are to be influenced. 


A chain of logical argumentation is 
totally incomprehensible to crowds, 


the crowds which listened to them; but 
it is forgotten that they were intended 
to persuade collectivities and not to 
be read by philosophers. An orator 
in intimate communication with a 
crowd can evoke images by which it 
will be seduced. If he is successful 
his object has been attained, and 
twenty volumes of harangues—always 
the outcome of reflection — are not 
worth the few phrases which appealed 
to the brains it was required to con- 
vince. (From “The Crowd,” A Study 
of the Popular Mind). 


FILM PROPAGANDA 


Some Items of News and Interest 


We note that the Conference of the 
Workers’ Film Association recently 
held in Manchester was a great success. 
The Conference, by-the-way, was 
organised by Mr. Reg Wallis. 


There is to be a screening of Soviet 
films in connection with the Annua) 
Conference of the Party at Whitsun- 
tide. The date will be notified in due 
course, and a delegation fee of 1/- will 
be charged. 


We understand that the W.F.A. Ltd. 
are now in a position to organise fifteen 
film shows at a time. A number of 
agents have been appointed through- 
out the country of whom five are. in 
London. These agents can be relied 
upon to provide a first-class projection 
service when needed. It is becoming 
increasingly difficult to obtain projec- 
tionists, but notwithstanding this, we 
note that two new road-showing units, 
in the hands of full-time projection- 
ists, have been installed for use in the 
provinces. Already daily film exhibi- 
tions extending over a period of two 
weeks have been organised at Bristol, 


Cardiff, Newcastle, Yeovil and Ipswich 
and for one week at four other places, 


Proposals are under consideration by 
the W.F.A. for the production of a 
film on the Cavalcade of Labour. This 
film will show how the workers’ struggle 
and comradeship have attained a 
position of partnership in the State at 
the most critical period of our history. 


A Film Summer School is being 
arranged at Holywell Manor, St. 
Hugh’s College, Oxford, during the 
period 18th to 24th July. The speakers 
so far secured are Mr. George Ridley, 
M.P.; Mrs George Pearson: “Feature 
Films and Social Problems;” Mr. 
Oliver Bell: “How the Film has become 
one of our most Important Ambassa- 
dors;” Mr. Pat Mannock, film critic of 
“The Daily Herald’: The Films } 
Review; Mr. Ritchie Calder: “How the 
Film can be used for Scientific Educa- 
tion;” Mr. Anthony Asquith: “I Turn 
Film Critic;’ Mr. Ivor Montagu: 
“Soviet Films;” and finally Joseph 
Reeves: ‘Recent Successes of the 
Workers’ Film Association.” Films 
will be screened during the week on 
Democracy, Soviet Union, etc. 


How to Type a Letter 
The following article is reprinted by 
request from an old copy of the “L.O.” 

Question: A friend writes for advice 
on how to make his letters “look well.” 
“Tam. afraid,” he says, “my typing is 
not up to standard. I have taught my- 
self how to use the typewriter, but my 
letters” lack style. They don’t look 
nice, and I want to know if you can 
give me any hints on how to make the 
whole thing look ship-shape and, if not 
professional, at any rate passable. 1 
like the look of your letters.” 

Answer: The slyness of the last 
remark is just a bit too fetching. We 
cannot give the professional advice our 
correspondent really requires, and as 
for his liking our letters, we ourselves 
are only too conscious of the improve- 
ment necessary with ours too. We will, 
however, give a few hints if we may 
do so with the saving grace of the par- 
son’s advice to “go do as | tell ’ee and 
not do as I do.” 

First, then, get the typewriter and 
give it a good clean. The letter we have 
received tells its own tale. The machine 
won't work for dirt! Get a stiff, short 
brush and clean and clean. Every man 
has sufficient mechanical knowledge to 
understand the working parts of a type- 
writer when it’s clean. So after that 
oil where commonsénse says it is 
necessary. Clean the type faces with a 
stiff brush and a little petrol, which will 
presently loosen even those full stop 
000’s which embellish our correspon- 
dent's letter. 

And now may the blind lead the 
blind to a further lesson. Please learn 
to put the paper in straight. Slap-dash 
methods‘ are all right for a typist of 
half-a-dozen years’ training, but even 
then the sensible girl doesn’t indulge in 
it. Paper must be straight, and until 
our friend has learnt the trick he must 
examine every sheet after he has put it 
in. Now a few sheets to work the oil 
off. [for he is sure to have put too 
much oil in, and distributed it plenti- 
fully where none was needed]. 

We are ready now. We suppose the 
letter-heads are printed and the date is 
expected to be typed in. Probably that 
blessed... 19..., beloved of printers, 
disfigures the sheet. Cut it out next 
time you order. Please now learn. to 
put the, date tidily under the address on 
the right-hand side of the paper. The 
next thing is the address of the, person 
to whom we appear to be writing. 
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Please don’t slop this all over the shee 
as has been done on the copy betore 
me. It is quite right that the person 
addressed should have his name and 
address typed at the beginning (though 
sometimes we cut it out in a hurry), 
but when sprawled across the sheet it — 
may look even more important than the i | 
letter. Single spacing is always suffi- 
cient for a man’s address, thus;— b 
Mr. H. Drinkwater, > 
Editor, The Labour Organiser, 4 
Fernhill Heath, nr. Worcester. } 


Note, each line begins flush, not with 
the edge of the paper, but with the 
margin, which, by-the-bye, we have for- 
gotten to mention and our friend has 
forgotten altogether. The margin ‘is 
important if looks are sought. after. On 
an upright octavo sheet, leave half-an- 
inch. On a quarto leave an inch, and 
don’t crowd the lines to the far edge 
of the paper. Leave some margin 
there, too. 

Now, styles in correspondence differ 
a lot. We have said throw each line 
of the address to the margin; Some will 
indent each line five or even ten spaces, 
but indents by-and-by come to be care- 
lessly made. They multiply the move- 
ments, too. The subject matter head is 
next and should stand out thus:—. 


re answers to correspondents. | 


Note this is centred. It should be 
well away from the address. The sub- 
ject matter of a letter is not always 
necessary, but should be used wherever 
possible. And now 

Dear Sir. F 

Our correspondent began his 

“Dear Sir’ one-third. across. the 

paper. He began his first sentence 

to the left of, his “dear.” | Three 
asterisks follow “Sir? and __ his 

“Dear” is underlined. : 

The above tells how a letter was done, 
and ought not to be, and it also shows 
how a letter ought to be done. Each 
line is flush to the margin and the 
paragraphs are indented. We indent 
five spaces to each paragraph. Some 
American typsists prefer. no indent, 
though most English typists indent 
seven or ten spaces. If the letter is 
being done single spacing, two spacings 
should be left between Dear Sir and 
the first line.and between each subse- 
quent paragraph. Double spacing is 
better on a short letter and then three 
spacings between paragraphs. Shee 

There isn’t much more we can tell 
our friend except that he must chafige. 


our 


7 “his pibbon over; not to go on till the 
ribbon pulls in two, He must also 
punctuate properly and leave three 
f “3a between his sentences. Sign the 
letters in ink, and not in copying pen- 
cil, and finally fold the letter intelli- 
le _ gently- to fit the size of envelope ‘used. 
Clean fingers will improve the 
appearance of both letter and envelope, 
and in addressing the latter follow one 
system or the other, i.e., either carry 
each line of the address flush with the 
others or indent and space on a given 
system. Finally—do as we say. 


Here we may as well explode a com- 
mon notion that no offence is com- 
mitted if printing inadvertently run off 
without an imprint is not distributed. 
Certainly, we are very doubtful of a 
penalty being.extracted, but the law 
contemplates that matter once printed 

might be used, and the actual print 
ing of bills, placards, and _ posters 
without the imprint is therefore made 
an offence. 


REVIEWS 


THe “Mystery or Money,” by 
Arthur Woodburn, M.P. — Price 3d. 
(Post free 4d.) N.C.L.C., Tillicoultry, 
Scotland. 

The N.C.L:C. has published a new 
and revised addition of the “Mystery 
of Money,’. by Arthur Woodburn, 
M.P. Our old colleague, Arthur Wood- 
burn, is, as is well known, a specialist 
on the money system and he has the 
knack of making obscure questions 
quite simple. The pamphlet costs only 
3d. (post free 4d.) and should be added 
to the bookstall. 

“Lasour Looks Aueap.” Price 1d. 
The Labour Party. 


This pamphlet is an snide edition 
of “The Old World and the New 
Society,” ie, the Interim. Report on 
Reconstruction. It is priced at 1d., or 
6s. for 100 copies. “lhis pamphlet may 
be pushed at meetings in conjunction 
with the larger Report, the latter bemg 
sold to deeper thinkers or enquirers, 
or as a _ tollow-up to the penny 
pamphlet. 


In our last issue we briefly referred 
to the Party pamphlet “Coal,” written 
by Jim Griffiths, .M.P. 
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We should like to refer to this 
pamphlet again, and to emphasize its 


timeliness. 


In spite of the years of suffering, 
deprivation and disappointment, which 
the miners of Great Britain have 
suffered, their case is still not under- 
stood by masses of the people. Nor 
has the story of that deprivation and 
disappointment yet been told often 
enough, though it is one of burning 
shame and disgrace to our country- 
men. 

Now, when coal shortages -are a 
topic in every home, Jim Griffiths’s 
pamphlet ought to be there, too, to 
point the moral. It is well written, it 
is historical, and it is necessarily con- 
structive. At 2d. a time there should 


_ be no difficulty in selling hundreds in 


every constituency. 


STOP PRESS 


As we go to press we learn that }. 
the Government has.requested Trade 
Unions and Political Organisations 
to curtail or cancel their Confer- 
ences where possible in the interests 
of reduced travelling. 

We profoundly hope that this 
request, made, it appears, without }. 
prior consultation, is not going to 
affect the forthcoming Conference 
of the Labour Party. 

One could point to many other 
directions in which traveiling might 
be curtailed and to instances where 
the Government themselves. are to} 
blame. The proper functioning of 
democracy in these trying days is of }. 
profound importance to the National 
spirit and .even.to the Government 
itse!f, 

Labour should speak out clearly 
on this matter for until siege con- 
ditions do actually arise the deliber- 
ations of democracy are as import- 
ant at least as the doings of some of }' 
the Ministries. 
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